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Abstract :

This study examines the evolution of Iragi—
American diplomatic relations from their early
origins in the nineteenth century, when contacts
were initially limited to commercial activities and
missionary endeavors, to the establishment of full
diplomatic representation between the two
countries by the late 1950s. The study highlights
the major stages in the development of these
relations, beginning with the early forms of
diplomatic  representation  prior to  the
establishment of the Iraqi state in 1921, followed
by the United States' recognition of Irag's
independence in 1930, which marked a significant
turning point. It further analyzes the expansion of
diplomatic representation during the Second World
War, a period characterized by the emergence of
the United States as a major international power
and its growing efforts to consolidate its influence
in Iraq while protecting its economic interests and
the interests of its nationals. The study also
examines  the elevation of  diplomatic
representation to embassy level in 1946 and
explores the pivotal role played by American
diplomatic missions in Irag.

The research is based on official U.S.
documentary sources, particularly the Foreign
Relations of the United States (FRUS) series, in
addition to relevant Arabic and English references.
The findings demonstrate that Iragi—American
relations gradually evolved from limited
commercial and missionary contacts into a broad
political and strategic relationship, shaped by
British influence, international competition during
the Cold War, and the expansion of American
economic and oil interests in Iraqg.
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