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The findings reveal that the breaking of the
reader's horizon of expectations is manifested
in the short stories at the formal level through
several strategies.

These include breaking the fourth wall by
directly addressing the reader< employing
multiple narrators to create a polyphonic
narrative  structurec and incorporating
colloquial dialect to challenge readers'
conventional expectations.

Furthermore« the stories make use of
shocking and open-ended conclusions:
allowing readers to envision diverse endings
that correspond to their individual interpretive
preferences.

The integration of modern cinematic
techniques into written narration also endows
the text with a visual dimension that
stimulates the reader's curiosity and
encourages active engagement.

These techniques demonstrate that the short
story is not merely a reflection of reality but a
means of reconstructing it¢ inviting readers
into an interpretive journey deliberately
designed by the author. Through a fusion of
diverse expressive forms and a departure from
conventional narrative patterns¢ the author
seeks to capture the contradictions and
complexities of human life.
Keywords: Reception Theory; Jauss; Horizon
of Expectations; Breaking the Fourth Wall;
Polyphony; Cinematic Narration
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Abstract:

This article examines Jauss's concept of
breaking the horizon of expectations and
applies it to identify the mechanisms through
which readers' expectations are broken< as
well as their significance in the short stories of
the Iraqi writer Ali Hussein Obaid.

The importance of this article lies in its
position as one of the pioneering studies to
analyze a sample of Iraqi short stories
through the lens of Reception Theory.
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